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Albany Community Leaders Come Together To Support the Complete Count of the Latino Community in the 2010 Census    
 
A Call to All Leaders to Support the Albany Complete Count Committee                            
 
ALBANY – At the community forum held on Wednesday, October 28th, Hispanic Outreach Services, Centro Civico Hispanoamericano, and the 2010 Census came together with Albany Mayor Gerald Jennings, Albany County Executive Michael Breslin, Colonie Deputy Supervisor Nancy Hernandez to support the Albany Complete Count Committee, which will ensure every citizen in the region is recognized, specifically the Hispanic community which has a national history of being undercounted.
 
 "The Census counts for everyone of us. We must remember that, and be sure to answer the Census as soon as we receive the questionnaire," said Gerald D. Jennings, City of Albany Mayor.
 
 "I encourage the Latino community to assist us to make sure all Albany County residents complete the 2010 Census, said Michael G. Breslin, Albany County Executive. “The census form only takes a few minutes to complete, and the information is critical to ensuring we have full representation in Congress and federal funding for community services."
 
Town of Colonie Supervisor, Nancy Hernandez said: “Informing and educating the Latino community about the importance of the Census is imperative to the existence and needs of this community. With $400 billion to be distributed to state and local governments, there is to  much at stake for us not to be counted.  Misinformation about the Census continues to instill fear of disclosure, so it is of critical importance to note that the survey is strictly confidential and protected by law.  Therefore it is in everyone’s best interest to complete the Census survey: our existence depends on it.”
 
 "Informing and educating the Latino community about the importance of the Census is imperative to the existence and needs of this community. With $400 Billion to be distributed to state and local governments, there is too much at stake for us not to be counted.  Misinformation about the Census continues to instill fear of disclosure.  The survey is strictly confidential and protected by law, so it is critical that everyone complete the Census survey: our existence depends on it."
 
The Latino population, now America's largest minority, is set to nearly triple by 2050. Census officials have estimated the Capital Region is home to more than 38,000 Hispanics, who are the fastest growing ethnic group in the nation. 
 
 Dan Irizarry, Hispanic Outreach Services Board President, said: “As one of a very few non-profits in the region providing direct social services to the Latino community, Hispanic Outreach Services is keenly aware of the swelling numbers in our community. We are also aware of the dire need some of our neighbors are in. That is why we know it is imperative to have an accurate count, because with it we can demand a proportionate share of resources. HOS is proud to stand with the Mayor, the County Executive, and the entire community in saying, ‘Cuente con nosotros, Count on us!’”
 
 Matilde Arias, Centro Civico Hispano Americano Board Member, said: “The Census concerns each one of us, whether you are heading or working with an agency, or receiving health and human services, whether you are a corporate executive, or a government official whether you are a citizen or a undocumented resident, every New Yorker must be counted so that we are receiving adequate federal funding for the community, from cleaning our streets to educating our children. Every one of us needs to be counted so that we are visible to our government officials as well as the business industry.”
 
 The 2010 Census will determine how New York State’s population is represented in Congress, the New York State Legislature as well as the State’s local municipalities. Information gathered through the 2010 Census will directly impact the distribution of over $400 billion of annual federal funding each year back to the states, as well as over $4 trillion over the next ten years.  Money to  be used for critical programs like health care, education and roads & bridges.  It is estimated that 209,000 New Yorkers were NOT counted in the 2000 Census.  New York State simply cannot afford another undercount in 2010.
 
 David Mance, Local Census Manager Capital Region, said: “The future funding of our community will be shaped by the 2010 Census. It is vital that residents participate fully and Census recognizes Complete Count Committees as an integral partner in achieving the goal of an accurate, full count. This 2010 census is the shortest questionnaire in history but its impact will be the most significant.”
 
 Dr. Jose Cruz, New York Latino Research and Resources Network Director, SUNY Albany: “It is more than essential for Latinos to be counted next year, because numbers translate into funding. Latinos are in dire need of resources, given their dismal record of achievement in terms of employment, educational attainment, poverty levels and income. In the Capital Region, there has been some progress in the last five year, but the gap between Latino achievement and non-Latino achievement is huge. Every one can be counted and should be counted.”
 
 IT'S EASY: Every residence will receive a short questionnaire that is simple and fast to complete and return.
 
IT'S SAFE: By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individual's answers with anyone including federal, state, and local agencies.
 
IT'S IMPORTANT: Over $400 billion in federal funds are awarded annually to states and communities for new hospitals, schools, better transportation and social services.
